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From www.irinnews.org


Normal business ground to a halt in Benin on Tuesday, October 19 as the country's main trade unions began a three-day general strike to demand higher pay for government employees, better pensions and lower university fees.


Only senior managers turned up for work at government offices, schools, banks and most businesses were closed in the economic capital Cotonou, health centres were short staffed and the city's normally busy streets were empty of traffic.  The national news agency reported a similar situation throughout the small West African country.


Music replaced normal programming on government-run radio and television stations, which repeatedly played the song "Le pays va mal" (The country is doing badly) by the Ivorian singer Tiken Jah Facoly.


The strike was called by four of Benin's five trade union organisations to support civil service pay demands ranging from 20 to 30 percent following a breakdown in negotiations with the government on 1 October.



































The privatisation of state-owned enterprises is often fraught with difficulties -- witness developments at Benin’s National Society for Agricultural Advancement (Sonapra), a cotton-processing firm.


Privatisation of the debt-ridden Sonapra began over a year ago in June 2003, but has stalled several times -- prompting unions and the media to allege that corruption has taken root in the process.


A ruling earlier this month by the Technical Commission for Denationalisation (CTD), has spurred hopes that backroom wheeling and dealing over Sonapra may have come to an end, however. The CTD oversees all privatisations in Benin.


Sources in the cotton industry who have requested anonymity claim that Kerekou has ties with one of the partners in JBI SA, and that he has thrown his weight behind the company in support of this individual.  Some wonder how the president will react to the CTD’s refusal to give JBI SA more time; nonetheless, the commission’s announcement has been welcomed.  “The decision of the commission is a victory for economic transparency over scheming and corruption in the highest reaches of power,” said a member of the Inter-Professional Cotton Association.


While Sonapra’s assets were initially expected to bring in about $62-million, reports now indicate that government may earn almost $80-million from the sale.  The main two unions active in Sonapra contend that the firm’s assets could fetch almost $190-million, however -- and that officials are being bribed to accept below-market prices for the company.


In a related development, the World Bank -- widely viewed as having pushed for the privatisation of Sonapra -- has also taken steps to counter this perception.









































General strike for higher pay shuts down country in October





Cotton firm's tortuous path to privatization








Angelique Kidjo Trivia


In 1960, Benin got its independence from France's protectorate. The same year, Angélique was born. Over the next 30 years, Benin fell under a Marxist / military regime, forcing the artists, like Kidjo, to promote ‘revolutionnary' values. Young Kidjo decided then to quit for Paris, France in the early '80s. At first, she came to study... law. Soon enough, she switched to classical opera, and after two years, found in jazz her real passion. Today, Angélique is married to her bass player / arranger / composer Jean Hébrail.


More on Angelique at:  http://members.limitless.org/~dsauve/kidjorev/kidjorev.html
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From � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacecorps.gov" ��www.peacecorps.gov�


Continuing on a trend that has seen volunteers in the field steadily increase over the past two years, Peace Corps Director Gaddi H. Vasquez is proud to announce a marked increase in Americans serving overseas as Peace Corps volunteers.


The official count for 2004 – taken every year on September 30 for consistency – is 7,733 Peace Corps volunteers serving in 71 countries. This number is up from 7,533 volunteers serving in 2003, representing the highest number of Americans serving in the Peace Corps in 29 years.


Applications to the Peace Corps also continue to rise, as nearly 11,000 citizens have applied to become volunteers since the start of 2004. This represents an increase of 10 percent over the same period last year, indicating that the recruitment campaign, "Life is Calling. How Far Will You Go?" continues to resonate with Americans.


Adding to the increase of volunteers and applicants and in keeping with one of the Peace Corps’ three goals – to help promote a better understanding of Americans on the part of the peoples served – the Peace Corps continues its efforts to attract a volunteer corps reflecting the extraordinary diversity of America.


While the number of volunteers in the field reaches a record high, so does the caliber of volunteer. This year, 97 percent of volunteers have at least a bachelor's degree, with 13 percent having a master's degree. Seniors age 50 and over represent 6 percent of volunteers, with the average age of a volunteer being 28 years, and the oldest volunteer turning 82 this month. The number of minorities in the field is 15 percent.


Since 1961, more than 178,000 volunteers have served in the Peace Corps, working in such diverse fields as education, health, HIV/AIDS education and prevention, information technology, business development, the environment, and agriculture. 



































10. “I’m American.  Want to sleep with me?”


9. “Nice dance moves – here, let me put this quarter on your forehead!” 


8.  “Can I interest you in some grape flavored Kool-Aid?”


7.  “Hey, baby, je suis un grand!”


6.  “Hi there.  I’ve got lots of bonnes choses at my apartment – want to come and see?”


5.  “On va danser, non? Uh huh!”


4.  “You’re ass is like deux cent francs of igname pilee!”


3.  “Ko ko ko – I’m knocking on the doorway to your heart.”


2.  “That’s right, honey, this complet is wax!  Qualite superieure!”


And the Number One Peace Corps-Inspired Pick-Up Line…


1.  “Nice fesse!”







































































Beninois dogs worth thousands?  


An interesting post from a current PCV


Subject:  beninese dogs!??!!


Date Posted:  Dec 22, 04


Message: 	  	


i heard this rumor that the typical beninese mongrel dog you see around the country is some special kind of dog that’s really highly sought after la-bas. i heard people will pay thousands of dollars for my flea bitten mangy doggie! is this true? how difficult is it to bring them back to the states? how much are they worth? whats the ideal diet for such a dog to increase its robustness? (you mean pate and crin crin doesn’t supply all the needed vitamins!!??)


please write back asap as there is much specualtion about this going around the current volunteer community as well as several wagers.


To read and respond to links such as the above, click on the “PCV Q &A” Forum link at � HYPERLINK "http://www.friends-of-benin.org" ��www.friends-of-benin.org� 























Top Ten Peace Corps-Inspired Pick-Up Lines
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Highest Number of Americans Serving in the Peace Corps in 29 Years
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Next Issue: Top Ten s. Send your suggestions to tysonsahib@yahoo.com
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Dear Sabi






































Ka Weru, Sabi.


I need to iron my underwear because I’m worried that when I hang it up to dry, a tumba fly will lay eggs in it.  That happened to me once in Benin and I got tumba eggs in my butt – it was the most painful thing I ever experienced, felt like I had scabies.  But I can’t figure how to get the hot charcoal into my iron.  It won’t open up.  Please help quickly!  I’ve been going without underwear for the past three days and I’m worried about skidmarks.


To, na siara saa saa!


Je t’embrace tendrement,


Perplexed





Dear Perplexed:


1) Plug the iron in the wall.  2) Use a dryer to dry your underwear.  3) There’s no tumba flies in the US.  4) Don’t mention skidmarks in polite society.


Too, ka sonburu!





Dear Sabi,


A kpuna n do?


While I was in Benin I got in the habit of writing a lot of letters on paper and mailing them with stamps.  So I wrote a letter the other day to my Mom, who lives across town, but I didn’t have any stamps.  So I stepped outside my apartment and grabbed the first kid I saw, he’s maybe 8 years old, and gave him a dollar, and told him to run down to the post office and get me some stamps, just like I would do in my village.  


Well, this kid refuses to do the errand for me!  So I’m thinking, this kid is a real bandit.  So I make him stand on his knees and hold his arms out parallel to the ground, like I saw all the teachers do in Benin.  He doesn’t want to do it but I tell him I’ll beat him with a stick if he doesn’t.  After about 2 seconds he starts screaming for his mom.  She comes out, and get this – she’s mad at me.  I try to explain to her that he was being impolit, but she won’t hear anything about it.  You’d think she wants her kid to grow up to be a bandit.  She even threatened to call the police on me.  What’s going on?


Merci d’advance,


Wronged in Richmond





Dear Wronged,


Alaafia!


	Americans are a lot like Southerners in Benin – they’d rather have their kids turn out impolit than let strangers discipline them.  That’s why Fon kids are always screaming the Yovo song while Bariba kids just polite wave as they greet you, “Bature!”  So in the future, don’t even try disciplining the children in your neighborhood, at least not where the parents can see you.  If you feel the kids really need to learn a lesson, pack a lot of pimont into some candy and leave it out where the kid will find it.


	And if your mom lives across town, how about just calling her on the phone?  Or maybe even drive over and saluer her in person?  Americans aren’t much into mail.  Don’t you remember how no-one responded to your letters?


	Too, n kwa n sosi!





Foo Sabi,


	Ana wasi?  Bese ka wan!


I went to the store to get some bris for my welcome home party.  I bought about 3 or 4 wheels of bris.  It was getting late, so I hailed a taxi.  When the taxi stops, I lay out the wheels of cheese on the windshield.  The taxi driver flips out!  He took the cheeses off the windshield, throws them at me, and drives away!  What’s going on?


Na siara gem gem!


Cheeseless in Chicago





Dear Cheeseless,


	Wasi gbam gbam gbam!  Bese ka turibu!  Gusuno u sun gasuku turisia!


	This continues to baffle me also, but it seems taxi drivers in the US don’t understand that the windshield was designed to transport cheese.  They get equally upset when you try to tie a screaming goat to their roof.  In the future, try to give yourself more time to walk home, and just stack the cheeses on your head.


	Too, ka yaburu!





Dear Sabi,


	Ka sonburu!  A bwan do?


I went to my boss’s house yesterday (a Sunday) to saluer him, but he wasn’t home, so I waited on a bench outside.  A few hours later he and his wife come home – he looks at me kind of funny, and asks me what I’m doing there, and I say I’m there to greet him.  


He and his wife go in the house and I follow them in, and make myself comfortable on their couch.  I’m wondering, will he offer me just water, or, comme il est grand, perhaps I’ll get a shot of sodabi or patis.  And I’m wondering what kind of dinner his wife will bring me to eat.  But instead he just looks at me like, what am I doing there.  So I greet him politely – How is your house?  And your family?  And the work?  And your body?  He says fine, fine, fine, then looks at me funny when I ask about his body.  Then I ask, how’s your body’s body?  He really looks at me funny.  No drink is offered, his wife is looking at from behind the door instead of bring me something to eat.  


Finally, he says he’ll talk to me at work tomorrow, and opens the door.  It took me a while, but eventually I guessed that he wanted me to leave.  


What was that all about?  Wasn’t I the model of the good employee?  Perhaps he was mad that I hadn’t brought him some kind of gift?  I’m writing this letter from work now – some of the other employees seem to be whispering about me.  Please help! 


N kwa sia,


Desperate in Dallas





Dear Desperate,


	Na bwan do.


	American bosses aren’t accustomed to getting visits from employees at home.  You’re expected to do all of your sucking up and brown nosing at work.  Also, asking about a person’s body doesn’t translate well into English.  In fact, don’t ask about anything personal.  Tell him he has a nice tie instead.  


	Bonne chance!
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Friends of Benin was established in 1999 by returned Peace Corps Volunteers who have served in the Republic of Benin. Our mission is to maintain communications between Friends of Benin (FOB)  members keep the Peace Corps/Benin experience alive, sustain our commitment to international service, encourage members to share their experiences with their own communities,  support the Peace Corps mission in Benin, support recently returned volunteers as well as volunteers who are about to leave for Benin, and distribute news and information about Benin.  
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We’re on the Web!


www.friends-of-benin.org
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